
“Small Cells” Outside Our Homes ~ Issues and Actions 
Cell antennas (“small cells”) outside our homes are raising the amount of 
radiofrequency microwave radiation inside our homes.  This is 24/7, involuntary 
exposure. Other issues include privacy, security, safety, aesthetics, & property values.   

They are being placed every 2-10 homes across our nation.  The equipment is FCC 
compliant.  Does this mean “small cells” are safe?  Let’s look at the facts. 

U. S. guidelines for RF microwave radiation emissions are not protective of health.  
They were set by industry, for industry, and are based on studies from the 1980’s.  
They are 100x higher than many other countries and they don’t account for non-
thermal biological effects.  Thousands of independent, peer-reviewed studies show 
non-thermal, adverse biological health effects at levels magnitudes lower than our U.S. 
guidelines. Despite requests made by experts, scientists, and our own AAP & GAO to 
revisit and revise these antiquated guidelines, nothing has been done. 

Why has nothing been done? Because the FCC is run by telecom industry leaders 
icluding Agit Pai, Brendan Carr, and Tom Wheeler. They all worked for the telecom 
industry and should have never had the opportunity to chair or commission the FCC.  
They do the bidding of industry, not of the people.   

The telecom industry spends $60-80 million a year on lobbying our government.  
They have 538 registered full-time lobbyists, more than one for every member of 
congress.  They make generous campaign contributions to get what they want.  This is 
why the public doesn’t know the truth about radiofrequency microwave radiation. 

Section 704 of The 1996 Telecommunications Act says we can’t use environmental 
concerns to regulate cell antennas or cell tower placement.  Our courts read into 
this to include health!  This is unconstitutional and needs to be amended. 

Insurance companies deny coverage from health effects caused by wireless 
technology. They define radiofrequency microwave radiation as a “pollutant”.  
They have seen the studies and understand the risk.  All telecom companies warn 
shareholders that they are not insured & may be adversely affected from future claims.   

We have measured the radiation at homes with these “small cells”. Outside areas and 
inside areas which are closer to the antennas measure at levels beyond what has 
been linked to cancer in independent, peer-reviewed studies.  What will happen to 
the children who are much more vulnerable to this radiation after long-term exposure in 
five years, or ten years?  Or those that have had cancer and have been instructed by 
their doctors to limit their RF microwave radiation exposure?  We are all an experiment.  
These “small cells” are not safe, and they must be removed from our neighborhoods. 

FCC compliance does not equate with safety. 



Here are some political actions we can take: 
 
1. Ask federal representatives to support Senator Blumenthal & Congresswoman 
Eshoo who requested to see the studies showing that 5G won’t cause cancer.  Ask 
your representatives to do the same, to write their own letter to the FCC. 
 

2. Ask Congress members to co-sponsor Congresswoman Eshoo’s Bill H.R. 530.  
Congressman Suozzi is a co-sponsor.  This will undo the recent FCC regulations that 
take more power away from our local governments.  It is a step in the right direction. 
 

3. Ask federal representatives to write or support legislation to amend section 704 of 
1996 telecommunication act so that we can use health to regulate cell antenna 
placement.  The fact that we can’t use health or environment is unconstitutional. 
 

4. Ask federal representatives to demand that the antiquated FCC guidelines for RF 
microwave radiation emissions be revised to include non-thermal effects. 
 

5. Ask state and local representatives to write letters to federal representatives 
requesting that they take all actions above. 
 

6. Revise local telecom ordinances to be more protective of the people.  See link 
to a protective sample ordinance at our activist toolkit page. 
 

7. Ask EVERYONE for a moratorium on small cells! 
 

8. Raise awareness, we need EVERYONE to get involved.  We don’t have the 
influence and money of the telecom industry, we have the POWER OF THE PEOPLE!  
Start by organizing a community screening of Generation Zapped.  
 

*Informative Websites with more information (Patti & Doug Wood): 
https://www.telecompowergrab.org/, https://www.americansforresponsibletech.org/about 
 

Citizens For 5G Awareness 
Takeactiontuesday@Citizensfor5Gawareness.org  


